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Vision and Leadership Uniting Education

June 11, 2008

Mr. Kim Kaufman
Executive Director
PA Independent Regulatory Review Commission
333 Market Street
Harrisburg, PA 17126-0333
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RE: 22 PA Code Chapter 711 (Final Regulation ID#6-308 (2653))
Charter Schools and Cyber Charter School Services and Programs for
Children with Disabilities

Dear Mr. Kaufman:

The VALUE Coalition is a group of disability organizations and parents who advocate on
behalf of students with disabilities and their families. VALUE members work with and
represent thousands of Pennsylvania students with a wide variety of disabilities and
special education needs. We write today to ask the IRRC to approve proposed 22 PA
Code Chapter 711.

We understand that public charter schools are subject to less regulation than traditional
public schools to facilitate creativity and flexibility in their operation. On the other hand,
the state has a legal duty ensure that children with disabilities who attend public charter
schools have the rights and protections mandated by federal law, and that they have the
supports needed to participate fully in the charter school experience. In drafting these
regulations the Department of Education and the State Board carefully chose what to
include that would achieve these purposes.

For example, Chapter 711 contains the carefully crafted provisions from 22 PA Code
Chapter 14 that prevent school staff from using physical restraints except in
emergencies and promote the use of positive behavior support techniques. (22 PA
Code §711.46). These provisions are essential to keep students with disabilities safe,
and to help them make progress in behavioral areas.

Contact VALUE:
C/O Sallie Lynagh, Director

Disability Rights Network's Children's Project
1414 North Cameron Street, Suite C

Harrisburg, PA 17103
Phone 1 -800-390-1279 Fax 717-236-0192

Email slynagh@drnpa.org



Current Chapter 711 requires that staff who provide special education and related
services have appropriate certification. The amended version adds the new Chapter 14
requirements for paraprofessionals who work with students with disabilities and for
educational interpreters who interpret for children who are deaf or hard of hearing.
These requirements are exceptionally important. Unless students with disabilities are
served by staff with the necessary expertise and training, they will not be able to
progress behaviorally, functionally, or academically. (22 PA Code §711.5(b) and (c)).

In short, VALUE believes that, in drafting Chapter 711, the State Board and the
Department achieved the goals of protecting students with disabilities and ensuring
compliance with federal law without placing unreasonable burdens on charter school
programs. We urge their adoption.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment.

Very truly yours,
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Sallie Lynagh
on behalf of the
VALUE Coalition


